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ITALIAN PERFINS

It is well known that the term “PERFIN” is the abbreviation of the words PERForated
INitials (or INsignia), that is to say stamps being perforated with different patterns (letters,

numbers, monograms, designs).

In Italy the different patterns discovered so far are about one thousand. This exhibit

shows a selection of documents really gone through the mail, franked with some of these

patterns.
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02 ITALIAN PERFINS
Trade perforations on Italian stamps

The idea of perforating stamps with a firm’s initials or insignia with the double aim of better personalizing correspondence and
discouraging any possible theft or misuse, came from Great Britain where stamps were first adopted and where it was accepted that
they could be perfinned by private companies or persons.

In 1868, Mr. Sloper obtained the licence for the exclusive use of his universal punching machine which he had patented in 1858.
He was then able to profit from his invention upto 1872, when the patent expired.

In Italy such procedure was authorized starting in year 1882, following the request of some interested companies, but the need
of any license was abolished with a law of 1889 that approved the new postal regulations and, with the exception of an interruption
during World War Two, the possibility of perforating the stamps has never been abolished.

To this purpose it must be said that the perforating operation was usually performed with manual punching machines, by folding
the stamps sheet or block like an accordion, and inserting them under the punching head, made of numerous punching pins arranged
in such a way to form an initial. By applying a force on the puncher lever, the needles lowered until they entered into the holes,
punching in this way the paper and removing the tiny confetti.

By folding the sheet like an accordion, the perfins obtained simultaneously at every transfer under the punching machine, resulted
half straight and half upside-down or specular, depending upon the horizontal or vertical folding of the stamps sheet and the direction
of introduction into the equipment.

How this worked, can be seen from an example below (block of fifteen 10 lira stamps of the Floral issue). This shows the perforation
C & M of the import company Calame & Matthey of Genoa, which it used between 1904 and 1928 to mark its stamps. In this case a
sheet of one hundred stamps, from which comes the block in question, was progressively folded horizontally every two stamps, and
introduced from the folded side under a double headed perforator, which carried out simultaneously two both right and mirrored
perforations on the underlying stamps.

The second step was to make a second folding at a distance of two columns, repeating the previous operation, always introducing
the sheet into the punching machine from the folded side. This folding and perforating process was repeated a third and a fourth
time, always excluding the stamps already perforated. At this point only the first and last column of the sheet needed to be perforated,
and the operation could be made separately from the sheet, or the stamps could be folded at the midpoint of the sheet, introducing
the two margins, laid one upon the other, under the punching head.

Before performing this last step, usually the white edges of the sheet were eliminated, as they would have not allowed the punch
to align correctly. Sometimes the margins themselves were folded and perforated; sometimes the operation was not carried out, and
on other occasions the margins were perforated twice. And so, we have examples of stamps without perforation being used together
with stamps having single or double perforation.

The exhibit shows some of these cases, and demonstrates the widespread use of the system, used for a century by many banks, and
by large and small companies throughout the country, leaving a lasting mark in the Italian stamp collecting area.
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“Reduced image of the reverse”

Unusual block of fifteen 10 lira stamps of the Floral issue used in Genoa
on November 2, 1916 probably to pay some telegraphic rate. Is is the highest perfins’
postage of the period known to date.




03
MARGIN OF THE SHEET OF STAMP PERFORATED

Credito Italiano

Genoa :

perforation known in the period 1907 - 1958
dimensions mm. 7,5 X 15

24 holes
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1928. Perforation on a 10 cents “Leoni” stamp, printed matter rate
from Genoa to the town itself
(position CS)

This is an unusual case, because the margin of the pane of stamps
was not removed as usual during the perforation operations; and
therefore the perfin has the perfinned margin
of the sheet still attached
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Pagano Francesco di F.sco - Anglo American Stores
Taormina (Messina)

only one specimen so far known of this pattern
dimensions mm. 9 X 14

27 holes

1907. Perforation on a 10 cents “Floral” stamp, domestic postcard rate,
from Taormina to Turin
(position N)

Unusual case of a stamp perforated after being
applied on the postcard
(also the card under the stamp is perforated).
The only document so far known in such condition
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THE “FRANCALETTERE”

Among the older Italian perforations, the so called “Francalettere” are stamps originally
glued on special advertising lettercards produced and sold at a reduced price relative to
the stamp’s actual value, by the firm “La Francalettere” - Leghorn. The selling price, is
indicated by the perforation C1 on the 2 cents, C4 on the 5 cents, and C18 on the 20 cents
stamps, as the lettercards were sold at just 1 cent, 4 cents or 18 cents respectively.

Of course, the stamps still maintained their original franking value.

(stamp on piece)
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With the Royal Decree n. 6152 dated June 20, 1889
approving the new postal rules,
it was definitively sanctioned with the article 32
the right to perforate one’s stamp with initials
and numbers:

Art. 32.

The stamps must be used in the same conditions as the ones of origin.
They can be perforated with the sender’s initials, or with certain
numbers not exceeding in dimensions the third of the stamp’s area.
Not acceptable are stamps with missing parts exceeding the tenth the
dimensions of the stamp itself, or composed with several assembled
parts.

More over, stained stamps or stamps spread with any substance are not
allowed.

Starting in 1889 the number of the perfins’ users multiply, and this
collection aims to give a demonstration of the capillary diffusion of
this protective and refined system, adopted during at least a century
for the commercial mail.




06 THE USE OF PERFINS - THE BEGINNINGS

In Italy, the General Post Office Department allowed the use of perforated
stamps by a resolution issued on the 1882 Bulletin n. 2 - Paragraph 34, but
the official general authorization was granted by a law only in 1889.

It is interesting to read the text of the said Postal Bulletin concerning the
usage of perfins for the first time in Italy:

34
Perforated stamps.

The General Post Office Department has received the request from a commercial
firm to authorize the firm itself to frank their mail with stamps perfinned with the
sender’s initials.

The Department, in consideration that similar stamps are already allowed
by several foreign postal administrations, and that such permission
has generated so far no inconvenience, has decided to grant the use of
perforated stamps, under the condition that the holes should not be larger
than a pinhole and that the initials dimensions should not exceed the third
of the stamp’s area.

The name of the applicant firm is not known, but to date we know
three different perfins coming from the early period. These

should be considered the incunabula of the Italian perfins and are
the following:

G - UGC - SSJ*%
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Cadeo (Piacenza) |
the only one perfin so far known dated 1882
dimensions mm. 10 x 8,5

12 holes

1882. Perforation on a 2 cents “General 1863 issue (De La Rue)” stamp
Cadeo municipality form sent on April 25, 1882
from Fiorenzuola d’Arda (Piacenza) to Cortemaggiore (Piacenza).
Domestic printed matter rate
(position N)

The stamp is perforated with a G, probable initial of Mr. Ghelfi, the

document signer. This municipality manager could have been also

the owner of a firm bearing the same name “Ghelfi” and could have
occasionally used one of his own perfins.

It is the oldest example of a perfin used in Italy and the only one




Since the end of 1883 there is evidence of the use of the perfin UGC,
belonging to the firm Ulrico Geisser & C. in Turin.

Ulrico Geisser & C. - General of Consul Switzerland
Turin

perforation known in the period 1883 - 1900
dimensions mm. 7 x 16,5

28 holes

1887. Perforation on a 50 cents and 20 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps.
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In 1885 also the firm Siegmund Strauss Junior of Milan
used its own perfins.

Slegzmmd Strauss Jr.

perforanon known in the period 1885 - 1912
dimensions mm. 6,5 x 17

42 holes

1900. Perforation on a 10 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic postcard rate from Milan to Palermo

(position NS)
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7 In 1885 many banks started to use perfins and become later

the most important users for of perforated stamps, for a long time.

Banca Nazionale (Banca Nazionale Toscana)
Rome

perforation known in the period 1885 - 1901
dimensions mm. 9 X 14,5

38 holes

1885. Perforation on a 1 cent “General 1863 issue - London (De La Rue) printing”
stamp + a second identical stamp not perfored for a total of 2 cents,
first step domestic printed matter rate, from Rome to Genoa

_(pomtmn Q)

“Banca Nazionale” in Rome was the first
user of perfins among all the Ttalian banks.
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In Italy no public office had ever the opportunity to use perfins to take
precautions against stamps’ pilfering.
However the problem where existed as it can be evinced from the
document below:

The stamp used to frank this document, sent on the 20" July 1893 from Catanzaro to the Mayor
of Motta S. M(Cmm)hummmmnymdwimmeamwmmgofm
“Intendenza di Finanza” of Catanzaro, sender of the letter, probably to take precautions against
themmnvﬂofthaahmpbefominostmarhng(whnhapmdmtoﬂmmdmrhngl




09 PERFORATIONS’ POSITION PLAN

Each pattern could be found placed in eight different positions as follows:

N = Normal

NS = Inverted

C = Upside down

CS = Inverted upside down

A = Vertical towards the high

AS = Inverted vertical towards the top

B = Vertical towards the bottom

BS = Inverted vertical towards the bottom

N NS C CS
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POSTAL DOCUMENTS FRANKED WITH COUPLES,
STRIPS AND BLOCKS OF STAMPS BEARING PERFORATIONS
PLACED IN VARIOUS POSITION

Gelmi Heer

bookbinder and typolithography supplier
Milan

perforation known in the period 1903 - 1910
dimensions mm. 8 x 16

40 holes
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1904. Perforation on 2 x 5 cents “Floral” stamps,
foreign postcard rate from Milan to London
(positions NS+N)
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POSTAL DOCUMENTS FRANKED WITH COUPLES,

STRIPS AND BLOCKS OF STAMPS BEARING PERFORATIONS
PLACED IN VARIOUS POSITION

Societa Editrice “Unitas”
= Milan
M ii 0 perforation known in the period 1925 - 1927
dimensions mm. 6,5 X 19,5
32 holes

1925. Perforation on 4 x 5 cents “Leoni” stamps + two additional 20 cents not
perforated “Michetti” stamps, domestic letter rate from Milan to Angera (Como)
(positions B+BS - BS+B)




' POSTAL DOCUMENTS FRANKED WITH COUPLES,

STRIPS AND BLOCKS OF STAMPS BEARING PERFORATIONS
PLACED IN VARIOUS POSITION

Banca Mobiliare

Joint-stock company - Fiume

perforation known in the period 1924 - 1938
dimensions mm. 7,5 X 14

34 holes ¢ ¢
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1925. Perforation on 8 x 5 cents “Leoni” stamps + one additional 60 cents “Michetti” stamp,
foreign letter rate from Fiume to Zurich (Switzerland)
(positions N - N+NS)




i DIFFERENT PERFINS USED TOGETHER

Unione Cooperativa S.A. - Milan
perforation known in the period 1907 - 1916
dimensions mm. 15 X 15

32 holes

Unione Cooperativa S.A. - Milan
perforation known in 1907 only
dimensions mm. 9 X 10

. ts
38 holes &i% . §' *le,,
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1907. Perforation on a 10 cents and 5 cents “Leoni” stamps, domestic letter rate
from Milan to Ragusa
(10 c. position NS - 5 ¢. position CS)

This exceptional document is franked with two stamps,
each bearing a different perforation of the same company.
The perforation made on the 10c¢ stamp has been recently
discovered and it is about one half the dimensions of the other
well known pattern
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Francesco Parisi

Forwarding agent

Trieste

perforation known in the period 1919 - 1981
dimensions mm. 8 x 13

28 holes

1919. Perforation on a 20 cents “Victor Emmanuel the 3" stamp overprinted
“Venezia Giulia” and a 5 cents “Leoni” stamp overprinted “5 Centesimi di corona”,
foreign letter rate from Trieste to Zurich (Switzerland)

(positions N - CS)

It is the only document so far known bearing two perfins
of different issues of Venezia Giulia and Trieste used together




Moritz Tiller
Triest

perforation known in the period 1918 - 1922
dimensions mm. 8 x 14,5

38 holes

Victor Wt&sﬂw
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Moritz Tiller & C.

Zara

perforation known in the period 1913-1922
dimensions mm. 8 x 13

38 holes
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Banca Nazionale

Rome

perforation known in the period 1888 - 1901
dimensions mm. 9 X 14,5

38 holes

1890. Perforation on a 2 cents
“General 1863 issue - (De La Rue)” stamp,
business card rate within the city, in this case Rome




Carlo Belloni

Typo-lithographic Steam Printing Works
Milan

perforation known in the period 1889-1903
dimensions mm. 8,5 x 14

30 holes

1893. Perforation on a 2 cents “General 1863 issue” stamp, domestic printed matter rate
from Milan to Capriata d’Orba (AL)
(position N )




Fonderie Acciaierie Terni

Societa degli Alti Forni, Fonderie ed Acciaierie di Terni
perforation known in the period 1887 - 1908
dimensions mm. 9 x 18

25 holes

1895. Incomplete perforation on 3 x 2 cents “General 1863 issue - London (De La Rue) printing”,
domestic printed matter rate for three postages from Terni to a destination in Italy
(position B)




Credito Mobiliare Italiano

Rome

perforation known in the period 1892 - 1893
dimensions mm. 8 x 16

47 holes

2 S
ol -
Sesesse Nasine

10

1892. Perforation on 2 x 10 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps + 45 cents
not perforated stamp,
domestic rate for a two postages registered letter from Rome to Milan
(position B)
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Pilade Pollazzi - owner of “Scena Illustrata”
Literature and arts journal - Florence
perforation known in the period 1893 - 1931
dimensions mm. 6 X 12

27 holes

1893. Perforation on a 20 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic letter rate from Florence to Avenza (Massa Carrara)
(position N)




Banco di Sicilia
Messina

only one specimen known so far of this pattern
dimensions mm. 6,5 X 9

21 holes

1895. Perforation on a 20 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic letter rate from Messina to Nicosia (Enna)




Poli Odoardo

Parma

only one specimen so far known of this pattern
dimensions mm. 8,5 x 12

21 holes







E. Stoine

Creva/Luino (Varese)

perforation known in the period 1893 - 1927
dimensions mm. 9 X 15

30 holes
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1893. Perforation on a 25 cents and inclined perforation on a 20 cents
“Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps, domestic registered letter rate
from Creva/Luino (Varese) to Milan
(positions NS - N)
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A. Costa

Lecce

only one specimen known so far of this pattern
dimensions mm. g x 12

24 holes

1892. Perforation on a 25 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp + 20 cents not
perforated stamp, domestic registered letter rate from Lecce to Milan
(position B)




Fonderie Acciaierie Terni

Blast-furnaces, Castings and Steel-mills co. in - Terni
perforation known in the period 1887 - 1908
dimensions mm. 9 x 18

25 holes

1887. Perforation on a 25 and 10 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps,
regtsteredlette!mtetathamﬁ;;ntrytownitmlf
itions A - B

iments so far known with the full
r specimens the four lowest holes are
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Pietro Miliani

Fabbriche carta a mano

Fabriano (AN)

perforation known in the period 1889 - 1916
dimensions mm. 13 x 8

41 holes

1890. Perforation on 25 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
foreign letter rate from Fabriano to Malta
(position CS)







Banca Nazionale

Rome

perforation known in the period 1888 - 1901
dimensions mm. 9 X 14,5

38 holes

1896. Perforation on a 40 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic rate for a letter of two postages from Rome to Verona
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Banca Generale

Rome

perforation known in the period 1888 - 1894
dimensions mm. 9 X 15

34 holes
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1893. Perforation on a 40 cents + 3 x 20 cents “Humbert the 1% effigy” stamps and
on a 5 cents “Savoy coat-of-arms” stamp, domestic rate for a four postages registered
letter from Rome to Milan
(positions NS - B- CS-N)




Banca Commerciale Italiana

Milan

perforation known in the period 1893 - 1946
dimensions mm. 16 X 14

40 holes
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1901. Perforation on a 40 and 10 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps,
foreign rate for a letter of two postages from Milan to Lausanne (Switzerland)
(position N)




Banca Unione Italiana
Soclet& Generale di Credito Mobiliare Italiano

aﬁonknawninthepened;&ﬁg - 1896
dimensimsmm 16,5 X 16

44 holes

1893. Perforation on a 45 cents and a 40 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
‘domestic rate for a three postages registered letter from Milan to Rocchette Piovene (VI)
(positions NS - N)
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Marstaller Hausmann & C.

Bari

perforation known in the period 1889 - 1911
dimensions mm. 7 X 18

37 holes

1893. Perforation on a 45 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic rate for a registered letter from Bari to Milan
(position B)




Fischer & Rechsteiner

Forwarding agent

Venice

perforation known in the period 1890 - 1924
dimensions mm. 8 x 16,5

44 holes

1892. Perforation on a 45 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamp,
domestic rate for a registered letter from Venice to Milan
(position N)




Banca Unione Italiana
Societa Generale di Credito Mobiliare Italiano
Milan
perforation known in the period 1889 - 1896
dimensions mm. 16,5 X 16
44 holes
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1893. Perforation on a 45 and 20 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy” stamps, domestic
rate for two postages registered letter from Milan to Rocchette Piovene (Vicenza)
(positions NS - N)




Banca Generale

Genoa

perforation known in the period 1888 - 1894
dimensions mm. 7 X 14

29 holes

1893. Perforation on three 45 cents “Humbert the 1* effigy”
stamp and two 5 cents “Savoy coat-of-arms”, domestic rate for a sixth
postages registered letter from Genoa to Milan
(positions NS - N)

















































































































































































































































